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Eau at Jerußlem, then ſhall the of 
turn again unto their. E05 even unto Rehoboam K. ing 

Judah, Andi #2 þ all kill Me, and go again : 10 Re- 
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# 1 — the Ki ing. 5475 Ci 2 and made. 7awo Calves 07 
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- Gold, and ſaid unto them, It is tos much for you. to go 
up to ſeruſalem: Behold. thy fin O Iſrael, which 


- brought thee up out of the Land 9 


| \H 18 and the precedin g Chapter contain the Ace- 
count of a moſt remarkable Event. Solomon had 
MM ſucceeded to the united Kingdoms of Judas and 
_dfoatl,. and had reigned long over Them, in the Height 
f Glory and Proſperity : But in his latter Days having 
declined from the Service of God, He received a ſevere 
Threatening that the Kingdom {kould be taken from 


Him. About the ſame Time an extraordinary Revelati- 
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CL 
on was made to Jerobuam one of the King's Servants con- 
cerning His future Advancement to the Throne and the 
Eſtabliſhment of It in his- Houſe, on Condition of His 
Obedience to the Rules of Duty thien preſcnb'd to Him. 
But He giving more Attention to the Prediction than to 
the Commands of the Prophet ſeems early to have formed 
his Plan, and to have flattered Himſelf, that the Errors of 

His Maſter's Government might haſten the Execution of It. 

As Ambition ſeldom lyes long concealed; Theſe De- 
figns of Jeroboam mult have been by ſame means diſcover- 
ed by the King, who forced Him-to leave, His Kingdom, 
and fly to the Protection of a Foreign Prince. And God 
probably moved by the Repentance and Humiliation - of 
the King Himſelf, but expreſly on Account of the Merit 
of his great Predeceſſbur was pleaſed to ſuſ] n His Judge- 
ments; fo that Solomon died in Peace. 

Hz was ſucceeded by a weak and a warm | Potnve. 
Feroboam took this Time to return from his Exile in Order 
to watch the Opportunities which the growing Diſcontents 
and Animoſities of the People were key to furniſh of 
throwing his Country into Confuſion. 5 
Tun Contempt that Rehoboam ſhewed for thai D who 
| wiſhed the moſt ſincerely for His Proſſ perity and under- 
ſtood His Intereſt beſt, ſoon difobliged and alarmed His 
Subjects. An avowed Plan of arbitrary and ſevere Go- 
vernment filled the Whole Nation with gloomy Appre- 
henſions. They refuſed their Tribute to the King, and 
| ſlew Thoſe whom He employed to collect It. He was 
im mediately involved in the greateſt Difficulties; 3, and Je- 
roboam had it now in His Power to a 2 His wick- 


ed 


D 


ed Purpoſes : He availed Himſelf of: theſe teal Grievan- 
ces, and by inflaming the Minds of the moſt conſiderable 
Part of his Fellow Subleats He found Means to bring about 
a general Revolt of the Tribes (that of Judah only ex- 
cepted, which remained in Its Allegiance) an to erect 
over Them a ſeparate Kingdom for Himſell. BY 
As in this 555 Tranſaction Jeroboum had — ( deck 
ed by no fixed or warrantable Principle and had no other 
Rule of Conduct than ſuch as the Dictates of His ambi- 
tion from Day to Day ſuggeſted, it may be ſuppoſed that 
He could have no Scruples in purſuing, Aniy Meaſures for 
ſecuring the Power He had acquired; He thought that in 
a — — thus founded deve cq ald be little Stability, 
and that a People whom He had ſo effectually inſtructed 
in the Ways of Defection would upon every a be 
Ready for — Change; And as their returning into the 
Old Clad of Their Duty might the moſt naturally be 
apprehended, His Firſt Care was to ſtop that Paſſage, and 
1 to make ſuch a Diſunion amongſt the Tribes, as ſhould 
1 leave no Way Open to a Reconciliation. For /aizh 
1 He in his Heart, Now foal the oe je return to the 
"ou of David: 
; FT this. People 10 wy to do Maße 3} the H, ule if the 
; Lirda! Jeruſalem; Then ſhall the Heart of this People gr 
again umo Their Lord, even unte Rehaboam King 
Fl Judah, and the 2y ſhall kill Me, and & again to Rehoboain 
= ; * of Judah. 
 - Whereupon the King ook Fe n and made ro 0 W of 
Gold, and ſaid unto them, It is too much: for You to go up 
10 Jeruſalem, ; Behold thy Gods, © Ifrael, hich. brought 
' thee up out of the Land if Egypt. 
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ALTHOUGH 
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- ALTHOUGH Superſtition and Idolatry had been the Rock 
upon which the Jew: Fewiſb Nation had ever ſplit, by which 
They had frequently brought upon Themſelves the worſt 
Calamities; Although This was expreſly the Cauſe of the 
fudgments denounced upon the Family of His Maſter, 
Yet He was weak enough to give into this Snare; to per- 
fvade His People to adopt, 10 as appears by the Sequel 
of their Hiſtory, to perſevere in All the fooliſh profane 
Notions and Practices of their Neighbours, in Order only 
to keep them a Diſtinct People, and to create in Thema 
Horror and Averſion for Their Brethren: : Hitherto Their 
Brethren in Religion, as well as Blood. He ſucceeded 
partly 1 in His Deſign: He kept alive the Diviſions and 
Animoſities of the Tribes of T/rae, But He, His Houſe 
and Succeſſors received a full *Puniſhment for their fond 
and Blind Attachment to this wicked Policy.” y. 
I have not choſen this Paſſage of Scripture to ſpeak 
upon, with a View of drawing an exact Parallel to the 
Solemnity of this Day, which I am ſenſible It will not in 
all its Circumſtances bear; But when T ſhall have made 
ſuch Reflections as ſeem naturally to ariſe from the Hiſto- 
ry, as It has been already ſtated, I believe They will be 
found Extr eamly applicable. to the Tranſaction We are 
now. met to commemorate... Reflections which have this 
great Advantage with Reſpect to Our preſent” Situation, 
that as the Deſigns of Thoſe Jeroboams which were ſo 
Prov identially defeated as on This Day, have not Vet 
taken Place, We may awaken Our Attention, and be al- 


ways watchful to guard yo" the Faro 1 roaches of the 
like Calamities. I Y 


N 'T 5 


penſions and Inclinat 
* his Nature are directed: Thus Ambition confined to 
good and worthy Purpoſes, and purſued in a ſteady uniform 


14 


Tul Wesens, which af from this Paſſage of Hifto- 


ry. are few but of great Importance. 
1 $8HaLL firſt mention the great Lengths that ambitious* 


Men will go to ſerve their Purpoſes. | __ 


Max by Virtue of his Nature and Principles, that CY 


by; the Principles of God's Creation in Him is fitted to 
Acts of Reaſon and Underſtanding and his Moral. Charac- 


ter muſt depend upon the proper Government of thoſe Pro- 


ions by which the Powers and. Faculties 


Cour of Right Actions is one of the nobleſt Affections of 
the Mind : — has ſo far the Advantage over other Moral 
Habits, as it tends to diffuſe Virtue more largely through 


the World, and animates Men with greater Vigour to the 
Exerciſe of thoſe good Qualities which procure Honour and 
Happinefs to 3 Here, and form their Hearts and Minds 
for a greater Part which ſhall be hereafter aſſigned to them, 


in a purer and more exalted State of Exiſtence. 


I cannot therefore be denied that there is ſuch : a Thing | 
as laudable Ambition. Every generous Effort to act in a 


becoming and uſeful Manner ſuppoſes it. But circum- 
ſtanced as Human Nature is, ſo liable to Temptation, ſo 


expoſed to Uncertainty with reſpect to the Events and Iſ- 


ty of Our Undertakings, and ſo prone to Error in our 
Judgements of Perſons, 8 and Situations a little 
removed from us, It may be laid down almoſt as a uni- 


verſal Maxim, That They who are animated only with a 
commendable Dehre of approving T hemſelves to Men, 
or to their own Conſciences, who have a well grounded 


Ambition 
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- Ainbition and aim at * Excellence, will generally con- 
fine their Views to the Sphere in which * has 
P placed theta, 

Tazy will count it the greateſt Glory te act with Der 
cency and Propriety the Part allotted to them. They will 
be unwilling to venture on untried Characters, and by a 
petulant Temerity hazard the Reputation they have hither- 
to enjoyed. They will from the Intereſt they take in the 
Common Wellfare, be more concerned for the general Suc- 
ceſs, than ſollicitous about the Figure or Rank they may 
appear in; and thus enjoy the pureſt Gratifications this 
Deſire can afford, without the peculiar bay which 

muſt ever accompany It in Exceſs. ; 

Ir ever this- Obſervation holds It muſt be in our Got 
duct to the Publick ; The Peace and T ranquillity of So- 
ciety is the great Object which all good Men have in View: 
That every Member and Citizen, all Ranks and Orders of 
Men may enjoy their reſpedtive Rights, the Fruits of - 
their Induſtry, and the Privileges of their Conſciences. 
And certainly in this juſt View of Things, virtuous Ambi- 

h tion under the Government of Reaſon and Religion will 
| teach us to be contented within our Proper Spheres, and to 
| think ourſelves amply gratified with the Praiſe of having 
| contributed Our Share to the Publick Good, and of have- 
5 ing uſed no indirect Means to advance Saur Ales to higher 
i Degrees of Honour or Influence, What muſt | be the 
| Condition of a Society whoſe Members are actuated ws this 
i f and by no other Ambition? 
| Bur the better that this or any ther: Affection is in its 
Con ation and Integrity, It becomes the worſe in its 
Degeneracy 
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De generacy and merten And Attibitiori;" when oner 
it is ſuffered to grow ſo ſtrong as to know no Controul, and 


to break thoſe in variable Laws which the God of T ruth and 
Order has laid down, is the moſt turbulent of all Paſſions 
and the moſt inconvenient and dangerous to Society. For 
other evil Habits do frequently affect no more than the Per. 
fon Himſelf who is a Prey to them: Or at leaſt their bad In 
fluence is confined within a ſmall Circle. Senſual Indul- 


gencies muſt have their Bounds, and the very Diſreliſh or 
even the -Incapacity of Sirming ſhall ſometimes ſhew the 


Way to Repentance. But Ambition has no ſuch natural Li- 
mits: Its Deſires and Appetites gather Strength from Grati- 
fication: And its bad Pl as are not confined to ſingle Per- 
ſons, nor even to Families or N eighbourhoods, but Com- 
munities Governments and whole Nations are involved in the 
Miſchiefs it produces. The Man in whoſe Mind this Paf- 
ſion is become predominant muſt be driv en about in a con- 
tinual Storm without any Guidance of Reaſon or Reſtraint 
from Principle. For when by any Violation of Duty the 
Lines of Truth are paſſed, it is no longer 1 in his Power to 
ſtop; He is at firſt eager and active, and purſues his Point 
with Alacrity, till He meets ſome Obſtacle in his Way: 


but being once checked in his Progreſs, his Paſſions like 


Humours wanting Vent grow full of Venom and Maligni ity. 


He looks on Men and things with an evil Eye; delights in 
publick Miſcarriages; promotes popular Jealouſies; and en- 


deavours to diſtreſs the People whom He ſtill hopes to 


rule, and with whom His Intereſts are in all Events con- 
nected. He will watch all Turns and Occaſions to draw 


Men afide from their religious and political Duty, and if 


1 Materiale ſhould not be at Hand, and Recourſe muſt 
B be 
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fig 12 1 
be had to Deceptions, He will labour to confound the Un- 
derſtandings of the Vulgar, by fixing the moſt deteſted Ap- 


pellations to the beſt of Things, and the beſt and moſt plau- 
{ible Names to the very worlt, It would be a tedious and 


almoſt endleſs Work to bring all the Inſtances which Hiſtory 


could furniſh to verify this ien, Every State 1 


abounded with Examples; but none can be more appoſite, 


than the very Caſe of Jeroboam which has given Riſe to 


theſe Reflections. He is Aae under a 1 855 Character; 


He was employed and truſted by his Maſter; and in the Be- 
ginning of his Life appears to have deſerved well. But no 


ſooner did He entertain Hopes of more immediate Advance 
ment than He had a Right to from the Prophet 8 Prediction, 
but we find His Temper totally changed. It is probable 
that Solomen's Jealouſy together with a prudent Precaution 


againſt an Ambition Feroboam could no longer diſſemble, 


obliged Him to fly. But He fled to a Nation remarkable 
for its. Hatred to the Religion and Intereſts of His Country; 

and when the firſt Opportunity offered, He came, not to 
wait with Patience for the Accompliſhment of God's Pur- 


poſe; not to approve Himſelf a dutiful Subject to his new 
Sovereign, to remove former Jealouſies, and allay the Diſ- 


tempers of the Country, but launched at the firſt Stroke in- 


to the wide Sea of Rebellion. Can there be a ſtronger 


Proof of the irreſiſtible Force of this Paſſion, than that a 
Man who had received the Promiſe of a Kingdom ſhould 
not be able to acquieſce under ſuch Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; but ſhould ſet Himſelf to anticipate the Purpoſe of 


God, ſhould diſunite the People, and make them waſte 
their Strength in mutual Struggles; ſhould even debauch 


their Principles | in Order to e Diſſenſions amongſt 
them, 


3 


1 


them, and, contr ary not only to the . Laws of His 


Religion, but to all Maxims of Policy ſacrifice the Glory 
and, Happineſs of the Kingdom He was to poſſeſs. 


ITE Second Obſervation I ſhall make will be upon the 


Folly of fuch ambitious Deſigns and Attempts. The Wick- 
edneſs of them might perhaps more cafily be ſhewn, but 


there. might then be required ſome farther Arguments fuf- 


ficiently to deter Men from thoſe vain and unjuſtifiable Pur- 
ſuits. Succeſsful Wickedneſs has never been without its 
Advatates : : And. They who have raiſed and for a Time 
eſtabliſhed Themſelves by the moſt 1 iniquitous Means have 


generally been recorded as great and illuſtrious Names. 


Credit is given to them for the Boldneſs and Difficulty of 


their Undertaking, but the Unfairneſs or Im morality of their 


Conduct, when once the ill Conſequences are removed, are 


ſeldom brought to Account. But to Wickedneſs 1 bad | 


Succeſs no ſpecious Colouring can be given ; and when they 
are ſeen in one View, there is little Danger of their og 


received or even propoſed as Examples for Imitation. An 
whoſoever has Conſidered the Hiſtories of paſt Times with 
due Attention muſt obſerve, that of all thoſe Men who by 
Violence or Intrigue have unſettled the Foundations of Go- 
vernments, diſturbed the Peace of Societies, and thrown 
Countries into Confuſion, very few have been able to fave 
_ themſelves from periſhing amongſt the Ruins they have oc- 
caſioned. For when once a People is worked up to a Re- 


ſentment of 1 imaginary Grievances, and every one is taught 


to beheve He may carve out his own Method of Redreſs; 


when the true genuine Principle of Liberty has been 1 


bauched into an Impatience of every Legal Reſtraint, Aud Wiſdom 


my Man's & Tu becomes the Law of his Nalice; 3 upon „ 
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the Giſt Diſippointiiett' in the vain Hopes with which Gf 
have been amuſed, and upon the leaſt A ,ppearance of Slack- 
neſs or Inconfiſtency in their Leaders, they are ſure to turn 
their Rage upon them, and make them perhaps the earlieſt; 


but cer tainly the moſt hated Victims of their ungovernable 


Fury. 80 little Encouragement is there for Men to truſt 
their Steps. ! in theſe uneven Paths: And fo great, a Difference 
will there always be, both in their Ways and Ends, between 
an active well regulated Zeal to ſupport or mend a Con- 


ſtitution, and a forward reſtleſs Importunity to break in up- 


on it; between the true ſober Spirit of publick Liberty, 
and thoſe evil Spirits which have fo often aſſumed that 
Name. For I hope I cannot be underſtood to mean, that 
when a Form of Government is eſtabliſhed, there is no 
Right to complain of the bad Adminiſtr ation of it, nor 
from ſtron g and apparent Neceſſity even to change it in the 
moſt Material Parts: I know not any divine Law. which 
does, and certainly no human Law can bind Men to fub- 
mit to unconſtitutional Government, to Tyranny and Or p- 
preſſion, when they have the proper Means of Reſiſtance 
in their Hands. But if Men only pretend publick Spirit, 
and private Intereſt lyes lurking at the Bottom, they may 
be allured that the Maſk will at laſt be taken off and diſco- 
ver their Deformity : That the Iſſues of their Undertakings 
will be traced up to the Sources from which they are deriv- 
ed; and the Miſchiefs they have been preparing for chers 


1 0 in the end fall heavily upon their own Heads, As it 


happened in the Caſe of Jeroboam, and i in the Misfortunes 
entailed upon his Houle. | 


By the Prophet's Declaration the N of $ XA 
was the immediate Cauſe of God's wrath; of the Purpoſe 


to 


* 


tus]. 


wd.dep rive his Houle: ks. onſiderak 
Dominions. The Promiſe. to, 1 a b was; that if He 
would adhere to the ſame Meaſures David had fol lowed, 
Gad would build him as ſure a Houſe as he had built for 
David, and that he would give Iſeuel unto Him: But He 
preferred his own Conceits to the ſober Counſels of the Pro- 
phet: and practicing the ſame Impięties through Cunning 
and Policy y, which his Predeceſſors ſeem rather to have fal- 
len into from real Weakneſs and Sup perſtition, He drew till 
heavier Judgements upon Himſelf; 10 that He and his whole 
Poſterity ere ſoon cut off from the Face of the Earth; 
and. His Name only remained ſor a Memorial of the Miſeric 
he had brou ght upon his Country. 

FROM this A third. Obſervation will 1 e 2 upon 


luded by the Ambition of Others, and facrificed as they 
mut ever be to the Effects of it. 

I all Men who are fervrard to aſſert their Right af think- 
ing and judging for themſelves either in Religious or Civil 


quite) to examine the Principles of the Religion, and the 
Grounds; upon which the Government of their Country ſtands, 
The Exerciſe Ee of this glorious Privelege could then create no 
Diſturhance, nor be hon { Donkin of Offence. If theſe 
- Enquiries were only in the Hands of ſober modeſt and in- 
_ genuous:Men, whatſoever their Opinions might be upon par- 
ticular Points, They would always promote Obedience to 
the Laws from which they received Protection 5 and even a 
Compliance with innocent Cuſtoms, which in their re· 
tingd, oY e ren miglit not ene approve: 
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zrable -, Part of their 


the Extream Folly of thoſe who ſuffer Themſelves to be de- 


ers would 3 Pains, (and ſome Pains It always re- 
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Bur very unhappy muſt be the State.of that Society what! 


05 es of nice Diſtinction, and Controverſies wherein the 
Dublick Weal and Quiet are concerned are daily ſubmitted to 


$ hazardous Trial of po ular Conflict, and TICS received 
Opinions the 'Refult- of $1 


eliberate Wiſdom and Experience. 


arè made to depend upon the LING Event of ſuch tu- 


Tfaiah 
chap. iii. 
v. 5. 


multuary Diſputations. | The People by this « at 
the Duties Which are prop r and pertinent to Them, and 


againſt, the Honourable. The Voice of Ma, 


re drawn from 


meddle with things which ſuit not with their Condition 
their Capacity or Vocation:  Allured by flattering and 


cious Ap pearances They deſert the Stations Which the E 


Providence of God has aſſigned to Them, and from an ha- 


bitual Diſobedience to the Laws proceed to avowed Con- 


tempt of all Order and Decency ; ; Every uſeful or neceſſary 


Reſtraint is reſented-as an Encroachment upon Liberty; All 
Ranks and Degrees of Men arè confounded together; Age, 
Dignity, Experience, Gravity and Honours, thoſe reſpecta- 
able and ornamental Fences of Society, are leveled to the 


Ground and trampled upon; The People are oppreſſed euery 


one by another, and every one by his Neighbour, the Child 5 


behaveth Himſelf proudly. againſt the Ancient, and the Baſe 


4 


giſtracy 1 is no lon- 


ger attended to: the Nerves and Sinews of Government are 


relaxed; the growing Wealth of ſuch a People ſerves only as 
Fuel to the unnatural Flame that is kindled amongſt them; 


Violence and Strife are in the City, Widkeaneſs is in the midſt 


thereof * Deceit and Guile depart not from her. 8. treets. The 


End of them will be that if no greater Power 1 is at Hand to N 


devour them, They will be let looſe upon One / Another andiex- 


ecute God's Vengeance" upon T hemſelves. Such muſt be the . 


Condition of every People who are tau ght (and theſe Leflons 
We 


I's 1 


We are all too apt to learn) that e every Ce Defire of 
Change is to be pratified; that to impair the Reputation of 
Superiors is an Effential Part of Freedom; and that publick 
Authority may be ſet at nought not only with. Impunity 
but with Applauſe. Such I fay will be the Condition of every 
People who are deceived * the thin Diſguiſes which Arro- 
gance and Ambition are orced to aſſume i In Order to mil-. 
ſead their Followers. Such was th e . which Thoſe 
deluded People of 1/rael fell into in Conſe ſuence "of their 
Defection to ee ban, whom they ha 4 conſidered ag their 
beſt Friend, their Guardian and Deliverer, The Vengeance 
denounced upon them was thus: Fus the Lord, ſhall ſmite_ 
Ifrael as Reed is ſbalen by "the Wa: ater, and 1 e ſhall root 
p Iſrael out of this good! Land, which He gave 70 their Ha- Kings 
thers, and "ſhall ſeatter them 20 22 the. Rover, becauſe They _ 4 
have"made Groves, provoking 1 Lord 70 Ang ge r. his is a 
ſhort but exact Hiſtory of their ſubſequent State, Their 
own wanton Seperation of themſelves from the Root 1 
their Government, ſeems in the natural Courſe of things to 
have opened the Way to their Captivity, and to have made 
them an eaſy Prey to t that powerful Empire which Was al- 
ways watching for their Deſtruction, and by the Hel p. of 
ternal Diviſions now found Means to effect It. Re 
Such was alſo the Condition of that infatuated People 
whoſe Folly and Wickedneſs we cannot but Temember, as 
often as we are called upon to commemorate the ſignal De- 
 liverance wrought by the Hand' of God for the 1 5 
of this Nation, and to return T nanks for his great and good 
Providence in preſerving and continuing to us that pure Re- 
ligion and Government, both of which 'They hoped utterly 


to extirpate; meditating not more a Religious than a Civil 
Revolt. 5 I SHALL 
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Acts of Oblivion were publiſhed for all-paſt Offences a 
the Crown, and for all particular Treſpaſſes; and all the 

Subjects of this Realm, (many of whom before had no Place 

to fly to either for Defcice or Juſtice) were now without Dif- 
ference or Diſtinction taken into the King's immediate Pro- 
tection. And they ſeemed fully ſenſible of the Benefits ac- 
eruing to them from ſuch a Change. The Laws alſo which 
had never before penetrated | into the remote Parts of the 
Kingdom had now begun to make their Progreſs, and the 
lower Ranks of Men eſpecially ſoon perceived al and reliſhed 
this equal and impartial Protection. As the Civil Ties of 
the two Kingdoms were thus made the fame, and as by 
Marriages, by a more free Communication of Honours and 
Favours than had been known before, and by many other 
Circumſtances their Intereſts ſeemed to e e become i 
rable; It might reaſonably have been exx 
ſedtions alſo ſthould have grown together, and that the Peace, 


Liberty, Proſperity and Happinels of this Kin gdom ſhould 


have been acknowledged vifibly and entirely to depend upon 
its continuing united to Eaglaud. 

Ir may be ſaid that in Point of Religion alfo Their Intereſts 
were the ſame. The 1r;/þ had ſuffered equally with the Peo- 
ple of England by the Oppreſſions of the Church of Rome. 
If they were diſpoſed to complain of Tranſactions of 
Times, (which no Nation has à Right to do after fo long a 
Settlement) They might remeniber that they were given to 


England by a Decree of the Pope A juſt ah A for hav- 


«4 ing forfeited the glorious Diflinction of being the laſt We- 
ſtern Nation which ſtood out againſt the See of Rowe, and 
refuſed to own its Suprem acy : 'W hich They at-laſt did, not 


— and worried into it as che Briss iſh Nation was, 


D ——put 


& that their Af. 


nicated and ſecured- to this Kingdom; the Oppreſſions of the 


but b cheir on free Conſent before the: Pnglih camtamongft 


them; Since that Time they had paid in full Propertion their 
Share of 'T ribute, had been/conſtantly drained: of «their Sub- 


ſtance, and factificed to the Ambition and Avarice of the Popiſh 


Clergy. But When the great Work of the Reformation was be- 
gun in England, all the temporal Advantages of It were commu-- 


Pope were taken away, and His Authority aboliſhed. The Bulk 
of the People 1 it is True remained in their old-Brrorsand Su per- 

ſtitions; ; to which the Difference of Language, the Want of 
Churches, and of proper Settlements for Miniſters muſt in a great 
Degree have contributed: But it appears, that Other Cauſes of 


1 very different Nature may be aſſigned for it; Nothing Call, 
I think, be more clear than that this Obſtinacy in adhering | 
do the Church of Rome was cunningly fomented by the wick - 

ed Contriver s of his execrable Rebellion, in order to ſerve 


their own ambitious: Purpoſes; - © The People might 9 
have retained! ſome Fondneſs for the Worlſtyp- of their Fa- 
thers; - Hit the State of thoſe Times, and the Conduct of 
che chief Actors furniſh abundant Proof, that Religion Was 
rather uſed POE Cloak to eonceal their other Deſigns.” The 


Policy was thus far exactly the Fame with Jerobodin 81 Zeal 


for their Religi of (howſoever falſe even that Plea would: ap- 
pear) could gor be their prin ipal Motive; for: PO opery Was 


not at that Time under ſuch ſevere — at leaſt 
not from the Court of England) as to give them any extra- 


ordinary Alarm. But their Averſion was“ ſet [againſt che 
Engl, % Government; ald as it might have been Genc 
propagate this Averſion in direct Ten jamongſt a People 
who every Day felt the gdbd Effects of this Government, 
e were ba in Stecngth. and Subſtance under: its In- 


fluence; 
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flicncez the Standard of - Religion was to be erected: And 


as Religious Differences are always the, moſt effectual Means 
of Piviſion, , and as it is the peculiar Attribute of the Popiſh 


Religion 


to make. its Profeſſors believe, againſt the Evideace 
of their Senſes, and act a gainſt / the natural Dictates of their 
Conſcience: This was eee to be the principal Point in 
View: and the poor deluded People were told that the great 

End intended was the Advancement, of the Catholick Cauſe. 

But in thoſe Places where real Buſineſs was tranſacted, a dif- 

ferent Face of things will appear, and in the moſt authentick | 
Accounts; by which the Tranſactions of thoſe Times are 
recorded; os true purpoſes of this Rebellion ſtand revealed. 
When the chief Gonductors of It began to ſcatter. their Poiſon 
by infuſing Jealouſies into the Minds of the People under plau- 
{1ble Pretences of Zeal for their Country; The Diſtractions in 
England, the Diſtreſſes of the King there, the little Confi- 
dence He placed in the Affections * His Proteſtant, Subjects) 
and Their ſeeming to have, ſtill leſs in Him, opened a Scene 
in which theſe Actors might reaſonably hope to appear 


r With 
Advantage. Here an Opportunity preſented itſelf, which 
"the Projectors Of. chis Rebellion had long waited for, and un- 
der the. Favour of it, Their Work of Darkneſs, hitherto 
confiiied perhaps to Perſons of particular Confidence, was 
now to be communicated. to: the Boch of the People and by 
their Means to be ripened for immediate Execution. Every 
Inſtrument was employed for. this Purpoſe; every, Method 
Taken to inflame the People, and works them up to an Sager 
Diſſ polition- to Rebellion. The Chief Agents employed in 
his Buſineſs were the Popiſh.Lawyers and the Romiſh Clergg- 
„THE Lawyers by the Exerciſe of their Probeſſien had ac- 
quid ret Reputation and: Truſt; upon the — 5 
whic 


rh they 105 56 Rod up as s Viiidicatots f ert 
"hk they pretended with incredible Bold and 
xence to have been violated Tuidarnentally. Fr tom 
dach 4 Se Clare, che Nn | 
plaints, and with all poſſib e  Actimony ſwelled every little 
Subject of Jealouly y, every inconliderable Miſmanagement 
into a National Grievance. 5 — virulent Speeches being 
received with Applauſe, They did not Stop at fruitleſs La- 
mentations over the | pected Make of their Co int trymen, 
but went on to d Sr poin 
out the Remedy, and by falſe Expoſitions of he Law o 
ſhew how ſafely they might have recourſe to it. The Seve= 
rity of the Lay i in Caſes of Sedition and Treaſon was ſoften- 
ed and explained away, and in its ſtead Maxims inculcated 
promiſing Protection ard Inpunity to the moſt violent At- 
tempts that could be made avainft the Civil and Religious 
Efabliſkment. All theſe Overtures th Rebellion were pre 
pol ed without Palliation or. Reſerve ; : They were not whil- 
er about. i in fecret Cabals, but openly and daringly ad- 

anced in the gre 8 Council of the Nation. 

Tun Romiſh with more Secrecy and Silence but 
equal Venom, hon of their 88 Influence over the 
Conſciences of thoſe of their Com iP he Fairen 
dn of Hereticks and the Eſtabliſhment true 
Faith by all poſſible Means was prop — as the glorious - 
Cauſe in which they ought. to rife. Their Indignation was 
raiſed, and their Fears alarmed with falſe Relations of Suf- 
ferings endured | by the Catholicks of England, and which 
they were in their Turns to undergo: were even taught 
to apprehend immediate Danger of a Maflacre in which they 
were to be Sufferete whilft they were preparing their Minds 


to 


3 : * 
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* 
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to bear the Thoug hts of one in 1 which they were intended to 
be the Actors. | I. is not much to be wondered at, That a 
Peoplę "who were 'fo ſunk in, Ignorance, and ſo eruelly de- 
CEIVEL ch by the Men. on whom they depended” or "Informtirion 
in their ivil and Religious Inter eſts, thoutd | e16 0 af⸗ 
fected 855 the Poiſon i infuſed into 9 as to be 4 ad 


"Is SHALL 12 purſ rue my 5 rela W he diving, 
that theſe Rebel Leaders ſeeing the King embroiled, as He 
was, with his People of England, began to entertain Hopes 
of detaching g Him entirely from the Proteſtant 'C Cauſe; and 
ſent Propoſitions to Him, (how: they were received by Him 
does not belong to this Subject) whith' beſideg ſotme Offers 


of particular Service ſuppoſed to be coĩweye d with them, 

contained their full Demands for the Tranqtillieyy» as they? 
expreſſed it, and Settlement of this Kin gdomi. Theſe Pro- 
poſitions are extant, and are che belt Evidence as it is 
from their own Mouths, of the Grounds of their pre- 
tended Grievances, and their Plan of Reformation. They 
did not indeed” omit - to mention the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Popiſh RY Fi 
have drawtr norant” ſuperſtitious People to ſacrifice 
hene in u h Cauſc. "ab the wan — ilfe 
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3 1 They could not hope without It to ; 
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muſt haye lain down. under the ſame Oppreſſians auch Slar- 


They ſtill continue fre: ; though: they: { 
not. what belongs to their: Peace. 


encouraged and ſu ported: by: foreign Princes, 


ths 3 and the 33 ue — Subſtance 
of it contained a Scheme for the: moſt axbitrary- Dominion ta 


| be reſumed and again exe! ciſed by Them, lis del 


Subjects. For if they they had been able either by Violenee- on 
Skill, (and both ways were tried by them) to have carried 
this Plan into Execution; All thole wholeſome Laws. from 
which this Kingdom. derives its preſent Quiet and appt 
neſs. were to bs been cancelled : The Proteſtant. eligion 
and Government would not only have been rooted qut; 

the poor Native Iri/h 8 They pretended. to aſſert) 
muſt have returned into their former Subjections, till ſame 
new. Deliverance ſhould: hava been wrought for: them 3; and! 


very from which they had once been arc and: won 1 


As. this wicked Under taking Was. therefore FRY ay 10 
Cunning and Ambition; 3 as the- Leaders.af-It;. thou: 


a ſpecious Cauſe for their Defection, They. did not 0 
the ſame temporary Succeſs with Feroboam;: Nut Iliey and 
their unhappy. Paſterity have this in commer nee 

They remain to this Day a.memorable Example of theo 
of unprovoked Rebellion, and of che dreadfu »Canicg ENCE 
that and It. 55 

Ir the foregoing; Obſervations TER any, Truth: :OF- - Weight; 

You need not be reminded, of what-Canſequenge-it is ta cul. 
tivate the Proteſtant. Religion, not: only: as; the moſt: pure 
and acceptable to God, but as It is Friendly in general to 
the 1 of Mankind; and as Expericace: muſt: * this 


Time 


great. Part of the People: remaim in theiy bly id: 


Praftices 1 bad Men and however. A e Fear map 
generally: reſtrain Them) may, be. prevailed. upon to devote 
Themſelves even to Deſtrudtion in Its Support: Nor can we 
ever ſafely count 1 n their Affection to the Government, 
Until. They ſhall all. go up to do Sacrifice. in-the Honſe of the 
Lord. at. Jeruſalem ;; ani. forſake their Calote: f Golds before 
which. all Secial Principles, all Duties of. Allegiance, and: 
every; Moral. Obligation. i is made to bow. It is therefore 
Our immediate Concerm td. guard againſt the Incręaſe of ſo 
has a Religion. 
Taz: Proteſtants. of this Kingdom haye no doubt a ſuffi- 


cient Dread and Abhor rence, of Poper/; but it is well, if 


many; of them do not think. that. iwthis-is comprehended- the 
Whole of. their Religious Duty. We know alſo from the 
Hiſtories of all Churelies, that the Power of Godlineſs alone 
without: the Form of. It has never been ſufficient for Na- 
tional Purpoſes; and we ſee but too plainly; from the In- 
fluence. which the Forms of Popery have upon Its Followers, 
that Error ſo ſupported will at leaſt maintain its Ground-: 
90 that we can never hope to remove theſe. ſuperſtitious Im- 
preſſions of Religion, but by ſubſtituting, Rational Ones in 


| their Place. We ſee alſo that of the — Families in 
the Kingdom almoſt all are reformed; That the whole 


Landed Property is in a Manner in the Hands of Proteſtants ; 3 
and are juſtly. aſtoniſhed that the lower. People are ſo flow 


in following them. But cannot this be too. well accounted 


tor? when chere appears ſuch an Indifference i in their Supe- 


. T1Ors 


rigs] has erer rilen.os fallen. in Proportion a 1 It has 2 
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riors to all Religious Inf ation; when the Places of. Pub- 
lick Worſhip are ſo rale ee b. Perſons of. Rank, 

20%; comment; PS Gb will, ye. t be ſulfcient to call en 
off from their ſtated Duty to God; Muſt not their Servants 
and Dependants in the Leanne be too apt t to.gwe Credit to 
thoſe who ſhall tell them, that this Religion. has ne real Ef- 
ficacy, * nan, profeſied; u - 6 on Motives of 2 1 tical Con- 
venienoy? The Importance of t 0 Duty ,; is not 
properly attended to, and the Neglect of It I am perſwaded 
is the principal Cauſe which now retards the Prod of that 
Religion, for which We are all ſo forward ii in Words to expreſs 
our Zeal. Without a Change of Conduct in this and ſome 
other Particulars, All, Laws, 1 preventing the Growth of. 
Popery are but en ies, and were this Reformation clec- 
ed, might be; unneceflary, oe n Co FAG 

- In the next and laſt Place. 1 m i « on this Oecien oh — 
, of what Conſequence It 1s that We preſerve entire that Union 
and Affection, which now. happily ſubfiſt between Us and our 
Fellow e e of, England: : The Shadow: of a Separate 
18545 Top oi e caſed ; The preſent Inhabitants of this 
a Aln not, all aclended from Engliſh F amilics, 


4 
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. of their N wy remain W Oratly”: c to 
that Intereſt from which the it Body of Proteſtants muſt 
in any Extremity expect Supp ort. 
fully. experienced, ER this, N ation, 7 pen I ide vilibly 

ſaved by it. from imminent. Deſtruction. a N either have 
They. dealt with Us according \ to 7 er 7 22 q wicked Policy, 


but hay remarl ka ly <1 75 every, E 1 for uniting 
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. 
Way of making Us a conſiderable People; ; and the ſtron geſt 


Proof that can be given, that they entertain no a 
of our Increaſe in Strength or Affluence. The Schools 
raiſed upon a Royal Foundation have been in a very great 
Meafure fed and as yet kept in being by the voluntary Con- 
tributions of the People of E gland: the Continuance of 
which will probably depend upon the Zeal We ourſelves 
ſhall now ſhew in maintaining that uſeful Work. 

SoctsTIEs for Improvement in Tillage and 1 
are authorized by Royal Charters, and Acts of Parliament, 
which beſides the immediate Uſes of them have had another 
happy Effect, that by this mutual friendly Intercourſe there 
is now a more cordial Affection and Confidence between the 
Proteſtants of theſe two Kin gdoms than has been known 
in any former Age. 

Tris preſent happy Situation, the Reſult of dear Expe- 
rience, (but the more likely for that reaſon to continue) 
and the Subject of our warmeſt Gratitude to God on this Day 
can never be expected to be altered by England, which has 
ſo long and ſo ſteadily purſued the lame Meaſures. Nor can 
there be any Danger of its being forfeited Here by a People 
whoſe Eyes appear to be ſo thoroughly opened, and whoſe 
peculiar Error or rather Misfortune it was to continue too in- 
flexibly in what They thought their Duty. Nothing can e- 
ver affect it, but partial and ” abitious Schemes yoid of a true 
Knowledge of the Conſtitution, or of any real Publick Spi- 
rit. Free States have leſs to fear from the Attacks of open 
Enemies, than from Diſtempers bred within Themſelves : 
They are generally led Aſtray by graſping at Airy Forms of. 
Liberty, and impracticable Viſions of irrational unconſtitu- 


tional Independancy : It may be that Nations differently cir- 
F cumſtanced 


AS 
We 


L 28. 

cumſtanced from Us, have throu gh Struggles and Convulſions 

fallen into Decay, and emerged again in more eligible 
Forms of Religion and Government; But ſuch is: Our Situ- 
ation, that we can make no Exchange but for Popery and 
Arbitrary Power: Every thing therefore that tends to Divi- 
ſion amongſt Us, muſt in bs End promote that Cauſe; and 
Whoſoever by fond Preferences on any Side Keeps alive falſe 
and idle Diſtinctions underſtands the Intereſts of either * n- 
try very imperfectly, or is ſecretly an Enemy to Both. 

Bur this, bleſſed be God, is not at preſent to be appre- 
ber Should It erer heneafter be ſuſpected; what greater 
Preſervati ve can there be againſt the Influence of ſuch Deſigns 
than the Conſideration of the Twelve Fribes of S — | 
all the diſmal Conſequences of their Separation? This muſt 

be an everlaſting Memorial, o Us, that re 1 20uld admit no 
Fai. Oh. Jealouſies; 3 no op poſition of; Intereſt; 7b Ephraim fall 
j. not envy Judah, 3 22 Judah /ball nat der E ani But 
we have an additional Security, Our Politica] Situation is 
very different from that in which Solomon left his People: 
The Conſtitution; ſettled by Our David, by that great Prince 
who delivered theſe, Nations from Slavery ach Papery 1 is ſtill 
happily. preſerved. and faithfully adminiſtered. We have not 
a Rehoboam reigning over Us, Turn Prince Ski liſtens to and 
is guided by His Natural Couneil : A Prince who is more 
deeply rooted in the Affections and Confidence of his Sub- 
Jects, than any Britiſb Monarch ever was:; and for the Con- 
tinuance of whoſe precious Life Prayers and Intereeſſions are 
daily offered up to God by every Friend to his Country, with. 
the leide Sincerity and F eryency, that We. pray for our pri- 
vate Benefactors. With! theſe, Guards this Conſtitution will- 
ever retain ſuch a Strength and Vigour within itſelf, as will 


repell 


[id]. 


repell : all Foreign Attacks; And We may v uch Reaſon hop pe, 
the Protection of the Almighty will defend the rw rig 
Adminiſtration which does; und Ger ſucceeding! Admini- 
ſtration hich ſhall preſerve impartially to all Orders of 
Men and to each particular Member of - Society, "their ſeveral” 
reſpective Natural and Legal Rights, afid by v Ready U prig hi- 
neſs remove all Oebaſion of Murmur aid Bonne Viet et 
Tus ſtrong Ties of D a ty and: Affection to the preſent” 
Government appear to have their full Force in this Nation, 
which is diſtinguiſhed, and ſeems ambitious of the Glory of 
continuing AR inguiſhed: by Its Loyalty to the King, and by 
Its Attachment to the Conſtitution And wWhilſt we are re- Y 
turning Thanks to the divine Goodneſs for all theſe Bleſlings, * 
let us alſo: beg that a true Senſe of Them, anda grateful * 
Diſpoſition may by his Grace: be- nouriſſed in Our Hearts, to 


preſer ve Us eyen from the Appre chenſion l thoſe Evil fron N 


which We wer ſaved on this Day. doc Wen Es. 4 
I nave! now-endeavoured-to' ſearch che e het dr 
Princip of this Rebellion. The Time allötted to theſe * 
Diſcourſes would not permit me to do more than Point out 
the ſeveral Conſiderations to Vdu: But fro my moſt ſin- 

cere and earneſt Wiſhes for the laſting Peace and Proſperity 
of this Country, I cannot but exhort Vou to make Theſe 
things ſometimes the Subjects of your Enquiry : That the In- 
tereſts of this Valuable: Kingdoms may be ſeen in their full 
and juſt Light; That Au may never be expoſed to the 
unſteady Breath of Popular Air, but ſtand eſtabliſhed in 
Reaſon 3 in Fruth. frequent and faithful) Repreſenta- 
tion of paſt 'Misfqrtunes' is the beſt human Security againſt 
ſuture Micohang. We can neber be. fincerely thankful to 
God for Delirerances of Which we krnow® not the Value; 
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nor can any „ Man be a firm Friend to a Conſtitution which 
pe c.. He does not underſtand. Theſe things therefore ball be in 
6. Ver. 6. thine Heart; and Thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 


i Children, and ſhalt tall of them when Thou fitteſt in thine 


Houſe, and when Thou walkeſf by the Way, and when Thou 
lia down, and when Thou riſeſt up. 


ALTHOUGH from our preſent Situation It may not be ne- 


ceſſary, Yet from the Occaſion and 'Tendency of this Diſ- 
courſe It will not be improper to conclude with theſe Words 


r 
it Co. IV I beſeech You Brethren, by the 3 of Our 1 = 


ch 20 72 efus Ghrift, that Ye all ſpeal ihe fame Thing, and that 


there be no Divifions among You; but that Ye be per febtly 

joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame ud gement. 
Pal 128 Dat the Lord may bleſs You out of Sion and that Ye may 
Ver. 5. fee the Good of Juan, all the Days of your Life. 
3 That Ye may be delivered from the Hand of range Chil- 
Ye. 11. dren whoſe Mouth zalketh of L anity, and _—_ right Hl and 

7s 4 * Hand of erer, = 


